Aldergrove Public School Community Newsletter

o \ September 1, 2023, Vol.1
® Message from the Office

Dear Families,

So excited to begin the 2023-2024 school year at Aldergrove! We
hope you had a restful and energizing summer. Our staff have put
great effort into creating engaging, and safe spaces for all our
Invite Ignife Inspire scholars. We’d like to welcome our returning staff and our new staff
members who are with us. We look forward to seeing you the first
week of school and on Thursday, September 21 at our Parent
Info-Sessions at 6pm.

In appreciation of your continued partnership in supporting all of our
scholars,

Ms. Jessa Mr. Pamayah
Principal Vice Principal

First Day Routines for Scholars - Tuesday, September 5, 2023

—
L,SZ/ Yorkﬁ’ggjon You should have already received your child’s homeroom code (e.g.
| PITRIET SCHOOL BOATD GR1-1 or GR6-2) in a separate communication.

What time should my child arrive at school?

Students should arrive at the school by 8:15 a.m. in the morning.
Teachers will be present outside, in the school yard.

Where do students go to meet their classroom teacher on the first
day of school?

Grades 1-8: On the first day of school, please proceed to back tarmac.
Find the class code posted on the back window or portable.

FDK: Please take your child to the kindergarten area. You would have
already received a separate communication regarding drop off and
pick up areas.

InspireLearning/

If you do not receive your child’s homeroom code for any reason,
please arrive at the back of the school on September 5th at 8:15am
and staff will be able to direct you where to go.

Where do | pick my child up at the end of the day?
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Please meet your child where you dropped them off in the morning at
3pm. The school parking lot will not be available at the end of the day.
There is street parking available on the side streets.

What will happen in the event of bad weather?

If it rains on Tuesday morning, Grades 1-6 scholars will go directly to
their hallway. Our Grade 7-8 scholars will go to the upstairs hallway.
Our K scholars will go straight to their classrooms. There will be staff
wearing duty vests to help. Thank you parents for remaining outside
and saying your goodbyes at the doors.

Bussing

If your child takes the bus, please refer to the website for information:
www.schoolbuscity.com Please inform your child’s teacher if your child
will not be riding the bus on the first day of school but riding the rest of
the year.

Agendas

Scholars will be coming home everyday with a Student Agenda.
Please use this tool to communicate with your child’s teacher about
learning and school activities.

Resources for Families
Aldergrove Archives: Past Newsletters and School Council Minutes

Active School Travel

Just a friendly note that our school will be participating in the Markham Active School Travel
program in the upcoming school year 2023/2024. The project is funded through the City of
Markham, York Region and York Region District School Board and is a partnership program. We
will be launching initiatives, sharing communication and implementing a number of hard tools within
the school zone.

The purpose of the project is to implement Active School Travel programs and traffic calming tools
to:

promote walking/cycling/scootering and sustainable travel to school

improve school zone safety

reduce traffic congestion on our school site and in the neighbourhood

improve students physical and mental health

increase social development and academic performance and

reduce air pollution and greenhouse gases.
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School Schedule

8:15 am - staff on duty outside

8:25 am - entry bell

8:30 am - announcements & morning learning block
10:10 am - 10:40 am recess (30 minutes)
10:40-12:20 - middle learning block

12:20 pm - 1:20 pm lunch (1 hour)

1:20 pm - 3:00 pm afternoon learning block

3:00 pm - end of day bell rings

Safe Arrivals: Please be on time for school. If your child is late or will be absent, please inform the

school office or use EDSBY to share this information.

Aldergrove Staff 2023-2024

Staff Member Role
Crowley, Michael CCA-1
Hsiao, Vicky / Sukul, Rita K12-1
Wen, Amy / Lawrence, Sadie K12-2
Mathew, Mini / Kizilbash, Zeba K12-3
Schmid, Kerry / Wong, Westley K12-4
Yuen, Wai Ka Jacqueline GR1-1
Feng, Yvonne (LTO) Jagotta, Rashmi GR1-2
Ravisankar, Shashi GR12-1
Omodele, Buki (Olubukola) GR12-2
Gowsika Jegatheeswaran (LTO) Makkar, Kamal GR2-1
Lundy, Echo GR23-1
Lindo, Stephen GR23-2
Wong, Alice GR3-1
Chiu, Catherine GR3-2
Champsi (Janmohamed), Mohaddisa GR34-1
Ghafouri, Sahar GR4-1
Hopper, Mandi GR4-2/GR4SSC
Kaszel, Michael GR45-1
Ochba, Sarah GR5-1

Harrison, Laura

GR56-1/GR56SSC

Huang, Teresa

GR56-2

Khimji, Anjum

GR6-1/GR6SSC-1

Cheung, Carmen

GR6-2/GR6SSC-2

Donald, Jordan

GR7-1

Dash, Sherrie-Ann GR7-2
Leung, Karen GR78-1
Berberick, Darren GR8-1
Gilbert, Shyrna GR8-2
Pasquariello, Olivia SSC-1




Elstone, Diamond

SERT

Halari, Al-Amin ELL/Library/Prep
Hoang, Melissa Prep

Rasool, Yusra ELL/ARTS
Szonda, Aniko ELL/P+/Library
Kotsopoulos, Helen Empower/P+/PLC
Umapathy, Shiama French/Prep
Walters, Katherine French/Prep
Shau, Katie Music
Vijayananthan, Gowsikka Prep (Kdn)
Nandakumar, Anusiga ELL/Sert/P+
Temp Term (TBD) P+ CYW

Lo, vy Comm. Coordinator
Kowalik, Kathy CYW

Henry, Cassandra ISW

Barker, Stephanie ISW

Temp Term (TBD) DSW

Jessa, Fatima Principal
Pamayah, Darren Vice Principal
Lee, Madeline EOAA

Habbib, Myrna SAS-A

Chan, Wynne SAS-B

Liscio, Carmelo Caretaker
Anyaele, Anyewuchi (Andy) Caretaker
Santos, Rodrigo (Rod) Caretaker

Vandermeulen, Logan

Acting Lead Caretaker

Breakfast Club

Breakfast club will begin on the first day of school, Tuesday, September 5 at 8 AM in the staffroom.
Please have your children enter through the front door and follow the signs to the staffroom. All
scholars are welcome to attend.

When: 8:00 AM - 8:25 AM every morning

Where: Staffroom




Reminders:
Students should bring everyday:
e Please ensure that your child(ren) comes to school each day with their lunch packed.
e Reusable Water bottles (water refill stations are open, drinking fountains are closed)
e Indoor shoes and an extra set of clothes for Kindergarten scholars which can be stored in
classroom
e Be prepared for scholars to be outside (appropriate clothing, sunscreen, hats etc.)

e @ -

Indigenous Languages and International Languages - Elementary Language Programs

Online registration is now open and available on the Elementary Program web page. The
elementary program will be offered in-person and remotely.

* In-person learning will be offered Tuesday to Friday evenings, and Saturday morning.
* Remote learning will be offered Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. Teachers will use Google
Classroom to provide both synchronous and asynchronous learning opportunities.

Please see this flyer for more information.



https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/indigenous-languages-and-international-languages/indigenous-languages-and
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l6aTAGEC8nBH7abqJ6gABR9wALt_qHv-/view?usp=sharing

Message from Our Trustee September 2023
Dear families,

It is my pleasure to welcome all new and returning families to school for the 2023-2024 school year. |
hope everyone had a wonderful summer and wish you a positive start to the new school year. | know
it can be a time of transition for many, and am grateful for the dedication and professionalism of our
school staff for all that they do to support students as they start the new school year, and create a
warm, welcoming and inclusive environment in our schools.

The education of your children is a partnership, and we recognize that you are our most important
partner when it comes to your child’s education. As a family member, there are many ways you can
engage in your child’s learning, from speaking with your child about school and connecting with
school staff to volunteering or becoming involved with the school council. You know your child best
and we place great value on the relationship we have with families. | look forward to connecting with
you throughout the school year.

As your school trustee, it is my role to advocate for quality public education in York Region, and to
ensure that our students remain at the centre of all of our decision making. The Board of Trustees has
many responsibilities, including making policy and budget decisions, and communicating with the
public. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or concerns, and | will continue to
keep you updated throughout the year on what is happening in the board. You can also visit our
newsroom, listen to our podcast and connect with us on social media to stay up-to-date on what'’s
happening in the board.

This year, we are pleased to welcome our new Director of Education Bill Cober, who took on the role
on August 1 this year. He brings nearly 30 years of experience in public education in York Region, a
commitment to student achievement and well-being, and a strategic and collaborative approach.

Later in the year, we will be undertaking a comprehensive strategic plan review. One of our roles as a
board is to set the Multi-Year Strategic Plan that establishes our priorities and guides our direction as
a school board. We will be reviewing that plan this year, and engaging with communities is a priority
for us. Your input will be important and | look forward to sharing more information with you on this in
the future.

| wish you all a great start to the school year and a happy, safe and successful year ahead.

Jenny Chen
Trustee, Markham Wards 1 and 8
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September 2023

0 @ The Breakfast Program is [8]g=lN every day from 8:00 - 8:25 am

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Labour Day Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4
(No School) First Day of School Safe and Caring
Breakfast Program Starts | Walk to School Wednesday | Schools Assemblies
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Rosh
Hot Lunch-Lunch Lady Starts | Spirit Day: Who Am | Day Hashanah

Walk to School Wednesday | ©n every Thursday

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Rosh Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 PA Day

Hashanah Parent Info-Session (No School)
Walk to School Wednesday | gpm

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Yom Kippur Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Sukkot
Day 4 Active School Travel Starts
Assembly
Walk to School Wednesday Orange
Shirt Day

&, Phone: (905) 470-2227

[C1Email: aldergrove.ps@yrdsb.ca

4 Twitter: @aldergroveps
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Aldergrove 531 3% 2023-2024
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Crowley, Michael CCA-1
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Wen, Amy / Lawrence, Sadie K12-2
Mathew, Mini / Kizilbash, Zeba K12-3
Schmid, Kerry / Wong, Westley K12-4
Yuen, Wai Ka Jacqueline GR1-1
Feng, Yvonne (LTO) Jagotta, Rashmi GR1-2
Ravisankar, Shashi GR12-1
Omodele, Buki (Olubukola) GR12-2
Gowsika Jegatheeswaran (LTO) Makkar, Kamal GR2-1
Lundy, Echo GR23-1
Lindo, Stephen GR23-2
Wong, Alice GR3-1
Chiu, Catherine GR3-2
Champsi (Janmohamed), Mohaddisa GR34-1
Ghafouri, Sahar GR4-1
Hopper, Mandi GR4-2/GR4SSC
Kaszel, Michael GR45-1
Ochba, Sarah GR5-1

Harrison, Laura

GR56-1/GR56SSC

Huang, Teresa

GR56-2

Khimji, Anjum

GR6-1/GR6SSC-1

Cheung, Carmen
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Donald, Jordan
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Dash, Sherrie-Ann GR7-2

Leung, Karen GR78-1
Berberick, Darren GR8-1

Gilbert, Shyrna GR8-2
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Elstone, Diamond SERT

Halari, AI-Amin ELL/Library/Prep
Hoang, Melissa Prep

Rasool, Yusra ELL/ARTS
Szonda, Aniko ELL/P+/Library
Kotsopoulos, Helen Empower/P+/PLC
Umapathy, Shiama French/Prep
Walters, Katherine French/Prep
Shau, Katie Music
Vijayananthan, Gowsikka Prep (Kdn)
Nandakumar, Anusiga ELL/Sert/P+
Temp Term (TBD) P+ CYW

Lo, Ivy

Comm. Coordinator

Kowalik, Kathy

Cyw

Henry, Cassandra
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Barker, Stephanie ISW

Temp Term (TBD) DSW

Jessa, Fatima Principal
Pamayah, Darren Vice Principal
Lee, Madeline EOAA
Habbib, Myrna SAS-A
Chan, Wynne SAS-B
Liscio, Carmelo Caretaker
Anyaele, Anyewuchi (Andy) Caretaker
Santos, Rodrigo (Rod) Caretaker
Vandermeulen, Logan Acting Lead Caretaker
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